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The psage below is an excerpt from Jen
popularity of the plas

fer Price’s recent essay “The Plastic Pink Flamingo: A Natwral History.™
tic pink flamingo in the 1950s. Re:

ge carefully. Then write

the passag
an cs-a, in u.lu:h you analyze how Price crafts the text to reveal her view of United States culture.

wh:n the pink |1.m||ngo splashed into the fifties

J)
it was a flamingo. Since the 1930s, vacationing
Line  Americans had been flocking to Florida and returning
s home with flamingo souvenirs. In the 19105 and
19205, Miami Beach’s first grand hotel, the Flamingo,

had made the bird synonymous with wealth and
pizzazz. . .. [Later]. developers built hundreds of
more modest hotels to cater to an eager middle class
1o -u.ncd by new lr.lm lines—and in South h,
ts employed the playful Art Deco
style, replete wi uhh ight pinks and flamingo motifs.
This was a little ironic, since Americans had
0 to extinction in Florida in the late
15 1800s, for plumes and meat. But no matter. In the
195"5 lllL‘ new inl:N.‘llc\ l\mlld =|r.|'h \mrkulg-cl.'u.‘
v, the Union
ingo inscribed one's lawn emphatically
achet of leisure and extravagance. The
20 bird acquired an extra ilip of bokdness, 0, from the
f Las Vegas—th oasis of
instant riches that the gangster Benjamin “Bugsy™
Siegel had conjured from the desert in 1946 with his
Flamingo Hotel. Anyone who has seen Las Vegas
25 knows that a flamingo stands out in a desert even

motels, restaurants, and lounges
cropped up across the country like a line of semiotic
sprouts.

0 And the flamingo was pink—a second and
commensurate claim to boldness, The plastics
industries of the fifties favored fMashy colors, which
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Tom Waolfe called “the new electrochemical pas of
the Florida littoral: tangerine, broiling mage:
pink, incarnadine, fuchsia demure, Congo ruby.
methyl green.” The hues were forward-looking rather
than old-fashioned, just right for a generation, raised
in the Depression, that was ready to celebrate its new
affluence. And as Karal Ann Marling has writien, the

proliferated in passion pink, sunset pink., and
Bermuda pink. In 1956, right after he signed his first
g contract, Elvis Presley bought a pink

Why, after all, call the birds “pink flamingos™—as
if they could be blue or green? The plastic flamingo is
a hotier pink than a real flamingo. and even a real

There are five species,
algae and invertebrates in saline and alkaline lakes in
mostly warm habitats around the world. The people
who have lived near these places have always
out the flamingo as special. Early Christians
associated it with the red phoenix. In ancient Egypt. it
symbolized the sun god Ra. In Mexic

Caribbean, it remains a major mol
literature. No wonder that the subtroj
stood out so loudly when Americans
New England reproduced it, brightened it, and sent it
wading across an inland sea of grass.,

The American Scholar, Spring 1999
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